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CONFIDENTIAL ALEXANDRIA 0058 

FOR UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EMIN ECON 

SUBJECT: ABU TARTUR PROJECT 

1. FAHMY ASKED ME THE OTHER DAY WHETHER WE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO TAKE OVER ENTIRE ABU TARTUR PROJECT. IF SO, HE COULD ARRANGE 
TO GET SOVIETS PUSHED OUT OF IT. HE RECALLED THAT AT YOUR MEETING 
WITH SADAT AT BORG EL-ARAB, YOU HAD INDICATED WE WILLING TO 
ASSIST WITH ABU TARTUR. I POINTED OUT THAT YOU HAD NOT RPT NOT 
BEEN REFERRING TO DIRECT USG PARTICIPATION. IN YOUR PREVIOUS 
INCARNATION AS BUSINESSMAN, YOU HAD BEEN INTERESTED IN ABU TARTUR 
AND CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT AMERICAN PRIVATE FIRM, IF GIVEN 
OPPORTUNITY, COULD SERVE EGYPT WELL. FAHMY INSISTED YOU HAD BEEN 
TAKING ABOUT USG INVOLVEMENT. I THINK HE FINALLY ACCEPTED THE 
POINT YOU WERE SPEAKING ABOUT AN AMERICAN FIRM. 

2. RALPH M PARSONS HAS, WE UNDERSTAND, MADE SUCH OVERALL 
PROPOSAL, WHICH IS NOW PRESUMBABLY BEING STUDIED. I THOUGHT 
YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING ABOUT FAHMY'S PERTINENT 
COMMENT ON HIS WILLINGNESS TO HELP IN MOVING THE SOVIETS 
OUT OF ANY PART OF THE PROJECT. WHETHER HE COULD DO SO OR 
NOT IS, OF COURSE, A MOOT POINT. WHAT FAHMY HAS IN MIND, OF 
COURSE, IS THAT WE - EITHER OFFICIALLY OR PRIVATELY - FUND 
THE PROJECT. ANY IDEAS? 
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